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FORMER MINISTERS AND STAFF — PRIVATE ENTERPRISE APPOINTMENTS 
Statement 

HON DR BRAD PETTITT (South Metropolitan) [5.40 pm]: As members heard in my inaugural speech, climate 
change is an issue that I care deeply about. As I said, this decade is critical to the reduction of emissions and for 
addressing the climate crisis. That is not just my view, but the view of the best climate scientists around the world, 
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to NASA, and the CSIRO and the Royal Society. Here in WA, 
of course, we are already feeling the effects of climate change and we need to get moving on this issue. 
This is not a controversial or political statement; it is just a scientific one. There is a tipping point on climate change 
and, unfortunately, WA is probably doing more than any other state in Australia in catapulting us towards that tipping 
point. We still do not have a legislated new energy target or a legislated net-zero emissions target, yet our emissions 
are set to grow quickly. One key reason for that will be Woodside’s $16 billion Scarborough LNG project in the 
north west of WA, which, as reported today, will be Australia’s biggest fossil fuel project and more polluting than 
the Adani mine and which is before our government for approval. 
For those who do not know much about this, it is a project that will access a resource lying beneath the seabed, 
435 kilometres offshore between Exmouth and Karratha. Woodside proposes to drill to release the gas so it can be 
taken via a pipeline to the Pluto plant on the Burrup Peninsula to be liquefied for export. This will double Pluto’s 
size and extend the facility’s life to 2055, and take us well beyond our target of reaching net-zero emissions. 
A decision on this final component is expected any day now from Amber-Jade Sanderson, Western Australia’s 
Minister for Environment and our first Minister for Climate Action. I am very pleased that we have a climate action 
minister, but as the minister deliberates this week, over at Woodside, Ben Wyatt has just been appointed to its board, 
only three months after stepping down as WA’s Treasurer. Let me repeat: the person who was the Treasurer less 
than three months ago has now moved on to the Woodside board just as the government is making decisions about 
Woodside’s controversial Scarborough project, Australia’s biggest fossil fuel project. 
I am not sure whether this kind of practice increases the trust that Western Australians have in their democracy. I want 
to be very clear: in no way am I attacking Ben Wyatt. I like Ben and I have worked closely with Ben over the years 
on many things, and taking on this role on the Woodside board is entirely lawful. Instead, I am making a statement 
about how our laws in this regard should and must be better. 
My friend and former MLC Alison Xamon has long called for a mandatory two-year waiting period for when 
former senior government officials and staff can work for industry groups and vice versa. I am continuing her work 
of raising the issue in this place. 
I appreciate that Perth is a small town and that it can be hard to find local expertise, but problematic conflicts of 
interest emerge when former government ministers take positions on major corporates in our community, and it needs 
to be managed. They managed to do this all around the world. For example, in New South Wales former ministers 
are required to take a mandatory two-year break before working for any organisations involved in major planning 
and development issues. In Canada, public officials must wait five years before they can work on behalf of 
a corporation that frequently lobbies government. Nearly every state legislature in the United States has a mandatory 
cooling off period for state officials of at least one year. In Florida it is actually a six-year break. A mandatory 
waiting period between senior government roles and senior industry ones is just the first of a long list of necessary 
reforms to increase transparency in WA politics. If the community is to feel confident that decisions are genuinely 
being made in the interest of people and our planet, WA must also establish a reasonable waiting period between 
holding office and moving into senior positions in industry—I would add: especially when it concerns Australia’s 
biggest and most polluting fossil fuel project. Thank you. 
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